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MEBMORANDUM FOR: Joseph Selizer

SUBJECT

..

Food and Agriculiure Branch Answers to Jucestions .

25X1X7 |
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1. We vant to thankjj o their semorandua or 25 May 1559.

2. 1In snswer to parsgraph 2: M/AG sgrees N thet there are
probably slements of exagzeration ip aimost &ll Setelliite ofvicial claims
of grain production (and other :rops). However, we have not mede adjust-
ments ol the Polish, Czechoslovekian, Dungerian or Albanian orfticiel graln
series, hecause our checks on the statistics do not reveal any serious
exaggeration. We believe thet the olficial graiu production claims of
Baat Germeny, Bumanis and Bulgarie sre seriously exegserated. ~ discussion
oi why H/AG does not accepl oillicial grain ylelds and whai adjustments have
been made for esch one of these Satellites is as ollows:

bast Germany ~- Ofticial date Ior harvested acreege hes been accepted Ior
all grain crops, but data for yields per hectare have not been accepted.
Up until 1957 the yield data were staled to be gross or dilological in the
GDR Year book. In 1957, bowever, the Bast German statistieal oifice
adjusted the yleld datsa to & net basls by appiying & lose factor which
averaged only about 7 percent. 3Since the experience of various European
countries has shown that the diiference between biological and barm yield
pay be as hizh as 25 percent in any givea year, the 7 percent probably
doss not teke all loss factors into consideration. Therefore W/AG has
deducted an additional 10 to 1) percent (depending on harvesting conditions)
o obiain & yleld figure more representative of bam. The revised yleld
Pigure for cach gralo is multipiied Ly the oflicial harvested acreage

to obtaln total grain production.

Rumania -- Officlal yield data for coerse grains has been adjusted
starting with 195). The official sown acreage for each grain, aud the
per hectare ylelds and production for vheet and rye have been accepted.
The yields ol wheat and rye arz believed to be reasonably sccurate
because & larger share of their production is proetured by the government.
The increases in yilelde for coarse grains indicated in offlicial Rumanian
statistics apper to be too large in view of the limited incresses in
fertilizer, ioproved sced and mechanizstion that have otturred. Also
the oileisl methodology does not secm to meke an allowance for high
molgsture content, normally wore important for coarse grains then bresd
grains. Therc, M/AG hes reduced the ylelds of corn (maize), barley

and oats by X percent. Although reduced from the oificial yielids,

our series still sbow & gradusl yleld increase over previous years,
which is reslistic.
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%‘T—l] hms used the Statistical Yearbook dats for acresge of
,» but yheld data since 1950 have been adjusted. Becmise the large
increases in yields 40 not seem to be Justified by the limited increases
in production inputs, it is balleved that smell grain yields are biologieal
rather thsn bmem. This is conflrmed Ly informstion availeble in 1953 that
the BDulgarians wers reporting ylelds of grain on & bioclogieal hesis like
the UBSR. We have 1o indication that they have stopped this system of

+ ‘Therefore, M/AC has reduced officially reported yields in bad
years by 10% and in good yesmrs by 15% for vheat, rye, barley and osts. For
corn we believe that the ylelds given in the Yemrbeck from 1950 on represent
ear comm, with possibly a small harvesting loss taken into secount. Corn
yields have been reduced by 20% to put thes on & shelled corn basis.

Preliminary checking on official grein produgtion date by the use of food
and feed balances also tends to confirm the advisability of redueing the official
Bulgarian grain yields.

3. In snawer to parscreph 3

Grain Production in the USSR, 1950-50

Million Metric tons

Previous t
Your N/AG Bstinates* official Soviet Dats M/AG Rstinate
1950 h.9 8.5 21.5
1951 0.0 79.1 79.1
1952 92.0 92.1 9.1
1953 3.0 82.5 82.5
195k 7.1 5.6 55.6
1955 103.3 106.68 106.5
19% 5.2 127.6 115
1957 100 105.0 105.0
1954 125 135.h 130

7 These estimates vere made Dy M/AG during the yesrs for which the estimates

ply. This is the series used by M/AG until the recent (195) relesse of
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Soviet grain production dats published on pages (0 and 90 of Vestnik
nutj_.itm, no. 3, 1959, in ecomjunetion with the grain output index found on

codu, parmit the construction
of a grain prodk ] 950=-5 which is referred to sbove
as “"official Soviet data”. The offi Soviet data 4o not Aiffer from the
previous N/AG grain productien estinmates by as much ss 5 percent in sy year
&mmmlgso—%,mmmmﬁmcrmmwsﬁsmw
heavy post-harvesting losses of grain necessitate substential ad fustrents of
the official series. We 4o not feel that a difference of less than 5 percent
between cur estimate and the official Soviet Pigure is significent. Therefore,
except for 1956 and 1953, M/AG has scoepted the Soviet grain production figures
for the period 1950-50.

M/AG has revised upward its estimate of the 1950 grain erop to 130 million
N.T. from our 125 million tons estimate mede in October 1957. This upward
revision vas mede becsuss it is believed that post~harvest losses in 1953, even
considering the larger crop, were probebly not as large s in 1956 when wveather
during harvesting was particularly bed and grain handling facilities were very
limited in relation to the size of the crop in the nev lands srea. lowever, we
rammumtmummetummlmmmwsémxgﬁmzm
subjective,

25X1C

To the best of H/AG's knowledge, the Soviets, .ntil Xhrushchev's Decenber
1955 Plemum speech and the 1950 plan fulfillment report, heve not published
information which would permit the smount of unripe maize sileage in the official
grain production figures to be calculated. M/AG has not revised dowmrd the
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total aaize grain production figures published by the Soviets, although we recognize

the probability that some overstatsment of production does result from Soviet use

of this methiod. We have not made estimates of the maizge silage in the
grain production flgures for the years previcus W ie WAG‘: estimates of

grain production include the grain eguivalent of unripe maise.

4, In snewer to parsgrsph 4: Our Intellisence Memorsndum, "Agricultural
Production in the Sinc-Soviet Hloe, 19557, was nesring cogpletion at the time
that Khrushehev snnounced the 140 million ton grain production figure. Iy
ineluding the statement "according to the annual on plan fulfillment, the
Soviet production of grain in 1950 totaled almost 140 million metric tong ---"
and labeling it as "surprising” in the Intelligence Memormndum, M/AG intended to
give cognizance to a published Soviet grain production figure but did not intend
to lend eredibility to it. The 140 million tons figure in table 2 should have
been identified as an official Soviet figure, but one not scceptable to M/AG.

5. M/AG recently mede a prelimiunary analysis of Soviet capsbilities for
increasing agricultural production under present and published plarnsd programs
and policies through 1965. This mnalysis suggests an increase of about one-third
in sgrienltural output by 1965 over the 1957 level, but in relation to the burper
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crop year 1959, the base year of the Seven Year Plan, the suggested increase
in cutput by 1965 1s only sbout cae-third of the 70 percent incresse planned
by the Soviets. (This projection is higher than that contained in our
*"CIA/RR 59-15, Policies, Performance and Prospetts of Soviet Agrieulture 1953~
65", The differwuce arises pertly from a higher projection of livestock
producta ).
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